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in harmony with nature
Mary pecple think of Scandinavian countrigs as being blessed with huge, wide-open [racis
of countryside, which, of course, they are, but this does not mees that the building of e
momes is taken |_-:I'|I y o that the regulaieons governing it ane in any vy easy, In 1he MNardic
countries, contemporary rural homeas must Be buill with consscerable sensitivity to thair
natural sumoundings and, as in Mol WWestern couniries, stict planning i Gavern Al
aspects of new building. Often architects are reguired 1o sulbmit plans that use the loca
design language ~ 1or exarmple, in many areas the traditional pitched roof s proferred
ower flat or even barrelvaulted shapes. These designers who want o depart from the
traditional norm must pespare themsebwes for le ngtiyg negotiations wilth extrermely Cayous
plinning authorities. As well as style, thare are wsually controls that gowern the height of
new Dulldings, and planners will also certainly want o0 keep a tighl mein on the fypes
ol materials that are used in construction, Although the procsss can be fravght with
frustration, this conservalve approach s the main reason that ¢ much af the rural
lanedscape femains inlact and wiscarmad By new buldng

As well &5 hawang a rather careful and coutious appreach to planning buildings
Scandinaia has abo bedome syriodyrmous with the best in ecodogical design b b
materials, and construction technigues. Perhapgs due 0 their unbroken contact with
1ature, architects and designers in these countries were amiong thee Test (o ecognase thal

constructing new builldings could be athewed in & way that was mone sensitive 10 the
+ This impasing country houte it 181 o0 3

environment. For ecarmple, in dessgning many new homes the path of the tun and direction hillside and i dediseed oo ke advantags of

of the cold winds ars taken into congideration, together with the surrcunding landscape and o AEEE0g vamm Eisk: s - The vk
o i thie ey of the house that k chosest
matural features such & teeps and rocks. The onentation of a house 5 mast iy POTAAT Wine 10 thae viena, amd 5 mnade almast entinely ol

iplarss. Thie remalning parts, set farther back
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wirking with nature - the most senstively designed homes are positioned with their badk are made in moee solid material

to the oncoming hirsh weather, Walls that face the bad weather afg solid, well-insulated,
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