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Arken. Museum
for Modern Art

Copenhagen-lshej, Denmark

M rRLE-POEM SPACES

Cllant Adminiseratiee distier af
CoperPipen

Aschitect Soren Roket Lund, Ceperhagen

Total area 5,200 m*

Exbiboitbos sres 1500 m*

Construction time 19941936 [eom petilion 1383}

Created for a collection of contemporany art in the
course of development, the new muscum was at
the same time to be 3 cultural landmardk in northem
Copenhagen, and in addition i form a counlerpart
i the Lovisiana Mussurm not far away. Soren Rober:
Lumnd, wha was still a siudent when he won the coms
petitian, describes the Interaction bebseen the bulld:
ing amnd the !.Lu'rﬂundmg_ coastal landscape with its
beaches, ports. and lakes as the focus of his plan-
ning. Although he uses the ship metaphor so often
encountered in modern architecture, he does not
use the image of a stranded ship “as a form ele
ment, but as a creative starting paint for the design.”
Taking up ard accentuating the linearity of the land.
scape with a collage of wall shices of various forms
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and sizes and extended metsl seils, he tries (o unite
figurative and abstract tendencies

The arigmal plan called foe ke iMerior to b apen fo
the extenar rovw hawever, it s shielded as much as
peddible fram the exteriorn, dcoess is suppled via the
mgin enirance 1o the west, from which ane turms
right bo go inte a main foyer spanned by a steel
feptbridge and illuminated by a domed skylight.
Froemn there, one goes inta a theatre, a cinema, a
restaurant or turns lefl into the central “srt axis,®
This exhibition room, 150 metres long, runs fautly
through the mugeum like a drawn Bowstring, |llumi-
nated evenly frorm above by a band of lighi abang it
straight wall, the dyramics af its disensions un.

folds, swelling up and dying dawn a% it progresses.
It broadens out to @ maximuer width of 10 metres,
and from a height of 12 metres at the entrance,
diminishes ta 3.5 metres at the ather end - an im-
pressive effect. This roorm also scoesses the reclan-
gular exhibition reoms laid out ardund & Soulpbare
garden in the sastem part of the building, Thess
rogers rective bright dedight threagh translugem
skylights and Fl:mu-n-‘.'g:.iu arficulated by lattioed
forrns. A sca view can enly be had from the mestaw:
rant, whase farm reminds ong of the skelefon of a
ship set on stilts and thus concretizes the ship me-
taphor once agein,
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